Published by Institute of Physics Publishing for SISSA/ISAS Received: April 15, 2003 Accepted: May 5, 2003

An example of localized D-branes solution on PP-wave backgrounds

Luis Fernando Alday^{ab} and Michele Cirafici^a

aInternational School for Advanced Studies Trieste, Italy bThe Abdus Salam ICTP Trieste, Italy Email: alday@sissa.it, cirafici@sissa.it

Abstract: In this note we provide an explicit example of type-IIB supersymmetric D3- branes solution on a pp-wave like background, consisting in the product of an eightdimensional pp-wave times a two-dimensional flat space. An interesting property of our solution is the fully localization of the D3-branes (i.e. the solution depends on all the transverse coordinates). Then we show the generalization to other Dp-branes and to the D1/D5 system.

Keywords: D-branes, Penrose limit and pp-wave background.

© SISSA/ISAS 2003 http://jhep.sissa.it/archive/papers/jhep052003006 /jhep052003006 .pdf

Contents

1. Introduction 1

2. Putting D-branes on the pp-wave 2

3. Supersymmetry conditions 4

4. Equations of motion 6

5. Generalization to other Dp-branes 8

6. The D1/D5 system 10

7. Conclusions 11

1. Introduction

In the last years a duality, relating string theory living on specific backgrounds (of the form AdS_d × M_{10−d}, involving d -dimensional Anti de Sitter space) and quantum field theories living in the d−1 dimensional boundary of the AdS_d, has been discovered. This correspondence, and its generalizations, are commonly referred to as the AdS/CFT correspondence or Maldacena conjecture [1, 2, 3].

This conjecture has very important implications on a wide range of issues in theoretical physics. On the one hand, it is expected to play a fundamental role in the eventual nonperturbative formulation of string theory, while on the other hand it has given us a tool to describe QFTs in the non-perturbative regime. There is currently a vast literature on this subject, exploring various directions, for a review see [4] and references therein.

Very recently a related duality has been discovered, by considering the AdS/CFT duality in a specific (Penrose) limit (blowing up the geometry in the neighborhood of a null geodesic [5]), between strings propagating in a plane parallel (pp) wave background and a special sector of supersymmetric Yang Mills theories [6]. This background has been proved to be a maximally supersymmetric solution of type-IIB string theory [7] and also exactly solvable [8].

A fundamental role in the AdS/CFT correspondence is played by D-branes, since they are, supposedly, dual to non perturbative objects on the gauge theory side. Hence it is interesting to address the question of their presence, together with open strings, in this kind of backgrounds. This problem has already been considered by many authors, in particular see [9]–[13] for the study of D-branes and [14, 15, 16] for the open string sector of the theory.

– 1 –

In this note we find a supersymmetric solution of the type-IIB string theory equations corresponding to a fully localized D3-brane in presence of a pp-wave (where mass is given only to the six transverse scalars), by explicitly solving the equations of motion and the supersymmetry conditions. We also show how our results can be generalized to other Dp-branes and to the D1/D5-brane system.

Throughout this note we follow the approach of [9], from which we borrow some results; however we use a different ansatz, inspired by a proposal made by Maldacena and Maoz, in [17].

This note is organized as follows: in the next section by analogy with the general problem of putting D-branes on flat space-time we state our ansatz for D3–branes on a ppwave. In section three we show that our solution is supersymmetric and in section four we explicitly write and solve the equations of motion. In section five we show how our results can be generalized for other kind of Dp-branes, namely p = 1, 5 and 7 and in section six we extend our analysis to the D1/D5-brane system. We finish with some brief concluding remarks.

2. Putting D-branes on the pp-wave

Let us briefly review the case of a Dp-brane in flat space-time. Due to the presence of the Dp-brane, the ten dimensional flat metric:

ds^2 = η_{MN} dx^M dx^N (2.1)

is modified as (in the string frame):

ds^2_s = H^{−1/2}_p η_{μν} dx^μdx^ν − H^{1/2}_p dx^idx^i (2.2)

where μ = 0, . . . , p runs over the coordinates on the Dp-brane and i = p + 1, . . . , 9 on the transverse coordinates and H_p is an harmonic function of the transverse coordinates. In order to be consistent with the equations of motion we are obliged to turn on a (p + 2) field strength (whose potential couples to the world volume of the Dp-brane):

F_{[p+2]} = g^{−1}_s dx^0 ∧ · · · ∧ dx^p ∧ d ( H^{−1}_p ) (2.3)

(if F is a 5 form we should add also its dual). Further, the standard relation between the dilaton and the string coupling constant (e^{2ϕ} = g_s^2) is modified as:

e^{2ϕ} = g^2_s H^{3−p2}_p . (2.4)

Note that for the special case of a D3-brane the dilaton is constant, and we can set it equal to zero. From now on we will set g_s = 1.

To pass to the so called Einstein frame, we perform the following rescaling: g_{μν,s} = e^{ϕ/2}g_{μν,e} . (2.5) For a generic p, the metric in this frame takes the form:

ds^2_e = H^{p−78}_p η_{μν} dx^μdx^ν − H^{p+18}_p dx^idx^i . (2.6)

Note that for p = 3 the metric is the same in both frames.

– 2 –

The standard pp-wave background reads (written in Brinkman coordinates): ds^2 = 2dudv + 2S ( u, x^i ) dudu − dx^idx^i (2.7a) F_{[5]} = du ∧ φ_{[4]} ( x^i ) . (2.7b)

Where the light–cone coordinates have been introduced as u =^{x0+x9}_2 and v =^{x0−x9}_2 , and i = 1, . . . , 8. Here φ_{[4]}(x^i) is a four form such that the five form is self dual. This kind of backgrounds was studied previously for instance in [17, 21], where the problem of supersymmetry have been addressed.

Many people have studied the problem of putting D-branes in backgrounds of this kind; however, we will focus on D3-branes and consider the following pp-wave background instead of the usual one, and try to mimic the procedure previously explained for the flat case:

ds^2 = ( 2du (dv + S(⃗y)du) − d⃗x^2 ) − d⃗y^2 (2.8a)

F_{[5]B} = 1 √ 2 (φ_{[3]}) ∧ dz^4 ∧ du + c.c. (2.8b)

φ_{[3]} = W_1dz̄^1 ∧ dz^2 ∧ dz^3 + W_2dz^1 ∧ dz̄^2 ∧ dz^3 + W_3dz^1 ∧ dz^2 ∧ dz̄^3 (2.8c)

where now ⃗x (z^4 in complex notation) denotes points on R^2 and ⃗y (z^{1,2,3} in complex notation) points on R^6. Note that S is now function only of the ⃗y coordinates.

Inspired by the previous discussion it is natural to propose the following ansatz for a D3-brane on the background (2.8):

ds^2 = H (⃗y)^{− 12} ( 2du (dv + S (⃗y) du) − d⃗x^2 ) − H (⃗y)^{12} d⃗y^2 (2.9a)

F_{[5]D} = 1 √ 2 du ∧ dv ∧ dx^1 ∧ dx^2 ∧ dH^{−1} + dual (2.9b)

F_{[5]B} = 1 √ 2 (φ_{[3]}) ∧ dz^4 ∧ du + c.c. (2.9c)

φ_{[3]} = W_1dz̄^1 ∧ dz^2 ∧ dz^3 + W_2dz^1 ∧ dz̄^2 ∧ dz^3 + W_3dz^1 ∧ dz^2 ∧ dz̄^3 . (2.9d)

Consistently with (2.4) we are assuming constant dilaton. Note that we added the dual of the D-brane 5 form, as before. The W^′s have to be chosen in such a way that the five-form is closed. Here we are placing the D3-branes on the coordinates u, v and ⃗x (or, in complex notation, in the 4^{th} complex plane) corresponding to a longitudinal D-brane [9]. Of course there are other possibilities, namely transverse (that is with the u coordinate belonging to the brane world volume but not v) or instantonic (neither u nor v belonging to the brane world volume ) D-branes [11, 20]. Since in our case with this orientation the worldsheet scalars coming from the pp–wave are transverse to the D3-brane this choice seems to be the natural one.

The next sections are devoted to the study of this ansatz, first looking at the conditions for existence of supersymmetry generators and then solving the equations of motion.

– 3 –

3. Supersymmetry conditions

In this section we will analyze in some detail the supersymmetry conditions for the background (2.9). The supersymmetries are obtained by equating the variations of the gravitino and the dilatino to zero and looking for non-trivial spinors (ϵ) satisfying these restrictions. The generic supersymmetry variations for the dilatino and gravitino in the doubled formulation of supergravity (both electric and magnetic RR fields, except for C_{[0]}, are used) are:

δΨ_μ = D_μϵ + 1 16 e^ϕ ( 2/∂C_{[0]} ( iσ^2 ) + 1 3! /F_{[3]} ( σ^1 ) + 1 5! /F_{[5]} ( iσ^2 ) + 1 7! /F_{[7]} ( σ^1 ) ) γ_μϵ (3.1a) δχ = /∂ϕϵ + 1 4 e^ϕ ( −4/∂C_{[0]} ( iσ^2 ) − 1 3! /F_{[3]} ( σ^1 ) + 1 7! /F_{[7]} ( σ^1 ) ) ϵ . (3.1b)

With F we denote the RR forms of type-IIB string theory, C_{[0]} is the axion and ϕ the dilaton. We define /F_{[n]} = F_{α1...αn} Γ^{α1...αn} . The covariant derivative is defined as:

D_μ = ∂_μ − 1 4 ω_{μab}Γ^{ab} (3.2)

and the spin connection ω as function of the vielbein given by: e_ν^me_ρ^nω_{μmn} = 1 2 [ e_{ρp} (∂_μe_ν^p − ∂_ν e_μ^p) − e_{μp} (∂_ν e_ρ^p − ∂_ρe_ν^p) + e_{νp} (∂_ρe_μ^p − ∂_μe_ρ^p) ] . (3.3) With μ, ν, etc. we indicate space-time coordinates and with a, b, etc. coordinates on the tangent space. In the following, a will refer to coordinates transverse to the D-brane whereas i to coordinates longitudinal to the D-brane. The components of the vielbein are chosen as: (e^m = e_μ^mdx^μ)

e_v = e^u = H^{− 1}4 du , e_u = e^v = H^{− 1}4 (dv + Sdu) , −e_i = e^i = H^{− 1}4 dx^i , −e_a = e^a = H^14 dy^a

(3.4)

and of the inverse vielbeins as: ( θ_m = e_m^μ∂_μ ) θ_u = H^14 (∂_u − S∂_v) , θ_v = H^14 ∂_v , θ_i = H^14 ∂_i , θ_a = H^{− 1}4 ∂_a

(3.5)

and we use flat light cone metric η^{uv} = 1, η^{ij} = −δ_{ij} and η^{ab} = −δ_{ab}. The non-zero components of the spin connection are:

ω_{uua} = +H^{− 1}4 ∂_aS , ω_{uva} = −^1_4 H^{− 5}4 ∂_aH , ω_{vua} = −^1_4 H^{− 5}4 ∂_aH , ω_{iaj} = −^1_4 H^{− 5}4 ∂_aHδ_{ij} , ω_{abc} = −^1_2 H^{− 5}4 η_{a[b}∂_{c]}H .

(3.6)

For the background (2.9) the dilatino variation is automatically zero, whereas the gravitino variation becomes:

δΨ_μ = D_μϵ + 1 16 ( 1 5! /F_{[5]} ( iσ^2 ) ) γ_μϵ . (3.7)

– 4 –

Equating this variation to zero we obtain one equation for every direction, the solutions of whose are the killing spinors. The resulting equations are: ∂_aϵ + 1 8 H^{−1}(∂_aH)ϵ + ( H^{−1/4}W_{[5]} ( iσ^2 )) H^{1/4}γ_aϵ = 0 (3.8a) ∂_vϵ = 0 (3.8b) ∂_iϵ + ( H^{−1/4}W_{[5]} ( iσ^2 )) H^{−1/4}γ_iϵ = 0 (3.8c) ∂_uϵ + ( H^{−1/4}W_{[5]} ( iσ^2 )) H^{−1/4}γ^vϵ − 1 2 H^{−1/2}∂_aSΓ^{ua}ϵ = 0 . (3.8d)

With W_{[5]} we denote the contribution coming from the background 5-form where the H dependence has been explicitly shown. In order to obtain these equations we also assumed the standard chirality condition in the D3-brane world volume:

Γ_{wv}(iσ^2)ϵ = ϵ (3.9)

where σ^2 acts on ϵ as a doublet of 16 components complex spinor. By rescaling the spinor with a factor of H^{−1/8} the equation (3.8a ) becomes:^1 ∂_aϵ + ( H^{−1/4}W_{[5]} ( iσ^2 )) H^{1/4}γ_aϵ = 0 (3.10)

whereas, since H only depends on ⃗y, the other equations remain untouched.

A solution can be easily found by considering constant spinors. Let us denote them by (±^1_2 , ±^1_2 , ±^1_2 , ±^1_2 , ±^1_2 ), where every sign corresponds to the chirality with respect to the corresponding complex plane (or to the u–v plane). We choose conventions such that γ^u(+) = 0, γ^v(−) = 0, Γ^i(+) = 0 and Γ^i(−) = 0, where Γ^i = Γ^{ī∗} = γ^x + iγ^y are the complex γ matrices for the complex plane i.

The condition of negative space-time chirality implies an odd number of minus signs.^2 Remember that equations (3.8) were obtained imposing a definite chirality in the world volume of the D-brane. This means an even number of minuses in the two planes on which the D3-brane lies (in our case, the first and the last planes) in the case of positive chirality and an odd number in the case of negative.

A trivial solution can be found by noticing that γ^u annihilates the spinors with a plus in the first position, and W_{[5]} will annihilate the spinors of the form (±^1_2 , +^1_2 , +^1_2 , +^1_2 , ±^1_2 ) and (±^1_2 , −^1_2 , −^1_2 , −^1_2 , ±^1_2 ), since a definite sign (plus or minus) will be killed either by Γ^i or by Γ^ī. So, we see that the spinor (+^1_2 , −^1_2 , −^1_2 , −^1_2 , +^1_2 ) is a solution for positive world-volume chirality, and (+^1_2 , +^1_2 , +^1_2 , +^1_2 , −^1_2 ) for negative world volume chirality.

However this is not the only solution. We can find another solution supposing that ∂_iϵ = 0 and ∂_uϵ = 0 so that equations (3.8) become:

∂_aϵ + W_{[5]}(iσ^2)γ_aϵ = 0 (3.11a) ∂_vϵ = 0 (3.11b) W_{[5]}(iσ^2)γ_iϵ = 0 (3.11c)

W_{[5]}(iσ^2)γ^v ϵ − 1 2 ∂_aSΓ^{ua}ϵ = 0 . (3.11d)

1This kind of rescaling is standard in the flat space D-brane solution. 2In our conventions Γ^{11} = Γ^{uv12345678} = Γ^{uv11223344}.

– 5 –

We stress the remarkable fact that the function H has disappeared from (3.8); because of this we obtain exactly the [17] equations,^3 with the further restriction of definite chirality on the D-brane worldvolume^4 and the condition that the spinor is function only of the transverse coordinates to the D-brane.

In particular our background will be a special case of the background (2.9) of [17]

ds^2 = −2dudv − 32(|∂_k W|^2 + |ϕ_j¯_kz^j |^2)(du)^2 + dz^idz̄^i ϕ_{mn} = ∂_m∂_nW , ϕ_{mn} = ∂_{m̄}∂_{n̄}W , ϕ_{lm̄} = constants (3.12)

where ϕ_{mn} and ϕ_{mn} are defined in terms of φ_{[4]} as: ϕ_{mn} = 1 3! (φ_{[4]})_{mijk}ϵ^{ijkn}g_{nn̄} ϕ_{mn} = 1 3! (φ_{[4]})_{mijk}ϵ^{ijkn}g_{nn̄} . (3.13)

Since in our background we don’t have forms of the kind (2,2) (two holomorphic and two antiholomorphic indices) ϕ_{mn̄} are zero. Here W is a generic holomorphic function.

In [17] were considered spinors with ϵ_−:^5

ϵ_− = α ( − 1 2 , + 1 2 , + 1 2 , + 1 2 , + 1 2 ) + ζ ( − 1 2 , − 1 2 , − 1 2 , − 1 2 , − 1 2 ) (3.14)

where α and ζ are complex numbers. Then, for a given W, ϵ_+ is solved in function of ϵ_−.

With the additional restriction of definite chirality with respect to the world-volume of the D3-brane, we have to choose one and only one of these spinors.

Finally we have (at least) 2 complex spinors (for a definite world-volume chirality), this means 1/8 of supersymmetries.

4. Equations of motion

For the ansatz (2.9) the Einstein equations are: R_{μν} = 1 2 1 4! T^{[5]}_{μν} (4.1)

where T^{[5]} is the energy momentum tensor for the RR 5-form (the only different from zero for our background) defined by: T^{[5]}_{μν} = F_{[5]μα1···α4}F^{α1···α4}_{[5]ν} − 1 10 g_{μν} ( F_{[5]α1···α5}F^{α1···α5}_{[5]} ) . (4.2)

3Equations (3.11) should be compared with (2.5) of [17] taking into account the difference of conventions, for instance, there ϵ is a 16 components complex spinor.

4As it can be checked this condition is consistent, since the chirality matrix leaves equations (3.11) invariant.

5Note that we use opposite convention for ϵ+ and ϵ−.

– 6 –

For our background we obtain:

T_{uu} = 4! 1 H ( |W_1|^2 + |W_2|^2 + |W_3|^2 ) + 4! S H^3

(∂_aH∂_aH) (4.3a) T_{uv} = 4! 2 ( ∂_aH∂_aH H^3 ) (4.3b)

T_{vv} = 0 (4.3c) T_{ij} = −δ_{ij} 4! 2 ( ∂_aH∂_aH H^3 ) (4.3d)

T_{ab} = −4! ( ∂_aH∂_bH H^2 ) + δ_{ab} 4! 2 ( ∂_cH∂_cH H^2 ) (4.3e)

with the rest of the components equal to zero. Whereas the components of the Ricci tensor for the metric (2.9) are:

R_{vv} = 0 (4.4a) R_{uu} = 1 2H^3

(S (∂_aH ∂_aH − H (∂_a∂_aH)) + 2H^2(∂_a∂_aS)) (4.4b) R_{uv} = 1 4H^3

(∂_aH ∂_aH − H(∂_a∂_aH)) (4.4c) R_{ab} = δ_{ab} 1 4H^2 (∂_cH ∂_cH − H(∂_a∂_aH)) − 1 2H^2

(∂_aH ∂_bH) (4.4d) R_{ij} = −δ_{ij} 1 4H^3

(∂_aH ∂_aH − H(∂_a^2H)) . (4.4e)

In (4.3) and (4.4) the contractions are intended as in euclidean space. Finally, from the equations of motion we obtain the following conditions:^6

∂_a∂_aH = 0 (4.5a) ∂_a∂_aS = 1 2 ( |W_1|^2 + |W_2|^2 + |W_3|^2 ) . (4.5b)

The condition (4.5a) just says that H is harmonic in the 6 transverse directions; this fact together with the correct asymptotic behavior for H (far from the D3-brane the space time should look like the standard pp-wave) gives:

H = 1 + Q y^4

(4.6)

with y^2 = (y^1)^2 + · · · + (y^6)^2 and Q a non negative real number.

As an important difference with [9] we stress that this solution is dependent on all the transverse coordinates (and also supersymmetric); this difference is basically due to our five form.

The remaining equation, (4.5b), is easily solved, for instance for a quadratic S (corresponding to mass terms in the pp-wave) and constant W^′s, giving just a relation among them. This equation admits, however, more general solutions (of course with the restriction on the W^′s coming from the closure of the five form background).

In the next section we will see how part of these results can be generalized to other kind of Dp-branes.

6Similar equations were found, for instance, in [18, 19]

– 7 –

5. Generalization to other Dp-branes

In this section we will extend the previous results for other Dp-branes.

First we have to take into account that for other Dp-branes the dilaton is not a constant anymore. It seems natural to suppose that relation (2.4) holds also for this kind of background. We will also suppose that the pp-wave background is supported by the following (p + 2) form: F_{[p+2]} = du ∧ dv ∧ dx^1 ∧ · · · ∧ dx^{p−1} ∧ d ( H^{−1}_p ) . (5.1)

Now the dilatino supersymmetry variation (3.1b) becomes [9]:

δχ = (∂_aHγ^a) (1 − Γ_{wv}P) ϵ = 0 (5.2)

where Γ_{wv} is the chirality matrix on the world-volume of the Dp-brane we are considering and P, as can be read off from (3.1), is a projector given by σ^1 or iσ^2 depending on p (recall that this projector acts on ϵ as a doublet of 16 components complex spinor).

So we see that asking the standard chirality condition with respect to the world-volume of the Dp-brane:

Γ_{wv}Pϵ = ϵ (5.3)

the equation above is satisfied.

Now we will discuss the issue of the supersymmetric variation of the gravitino and the equations of motion. The background to consider for a generic Dp-brane is (in the string frame):

ds^2 = H (⃗y)^{− 12} ( 2du (dv + S (⃗y) du) − d⃗x^2 ) − H (⃗y)^{12} d⃗y^2 (5.4a) F_{[p+2]D} = du ∧ dv ∧ dx^1 · · · ∧ dx^{p−1} ∧ dH^{−1} (5.4b) F_{[5]B} = 1 √ 2 (φ_{[4]}) ∧ du + c.c. (5.4c)

φ_{[4]} = W_1dz̄^1 ∧ dz^2 ∧ dz^3 ∧ dz^4 + W_2dz^1 ∧ dz̄^2 ∧ dz^3 ∧ dz^4 + (5.4d) +W_3dz^1 ∧ dz^2 ∧ dz̄^3 ∧ dz^4 + W_4dz^1 ∧ dz^2 ∧ dz^3 ∧ dz̄^4

(plus the usual relation between the dilaton and H) where now ⃗y denotes points in R^{9−p} and ⃗x denotes points in R^{p−1}. For a Dp-brane, with k =^{9−p}_2 only W_1 . . . W_k will be different from zero.

For the supersymmetry variation of the gravitino we obtain: ∂_aϵ + 1 8 H^{−1}(∂_aH)ϵ + ( H^{− 14} W_{[5]} ( iσ^2 )) H^{1/4}γ_aϵ = 0 (5.5a) ∂_v ϵ = 0 (5.5b) ∂_iϵ + ( H^{− 14} W_{[5]} ( iσ^2 )) H^{−1/4}γ_iϵ = 0 (5.5c) ∂_uϵ + ( H^{− 14} W_{[5]} ( iσ^2 )) H^{−1/4}γ^vϵ − 1 2 H^{−1/2}∂_aSΓ^{ua}ϵ = 0 . (5.5d)

– 8 –

These equations are exactly the ones obtained in section 3. There, we solved them for non constant spinors referring to the techniques developed in [17] and imposing definite chirality in the world volume of the D-brane. In order to redo this analisys for a Dp-brane, we must first check that the condition of definite chirality on the D-brane can be imposed consistently. Unfortunately, this is not the case for D1 and D5 branes, since in these cases equations (5.5) are not invariant under the action of the chirality matrix Γ_{wv} : because of this we will only be able to find constant solutions. Let us study these cases separately:

D7: one can easily check that if positive chirality is imposed on the world volume of the brane, the constant spinors (+^1_2 , −^1_2 , −^1_2 , −^1_2 , +^1_2 ), (+^1_2 , −^1_2 , +^1_2 , −^1_2 , −^1_2 ) and (+^1_2 , −^1_2 , −^1_2 , +^1_2 , −^1_2 ) are solutions. On the other side, for negative chirality, the solutions are (+^1_2 , +^1_2 , +^1_2 , +^1_2 , −^1_2 ), (+^1_2 , +^1_2 , +^1_2 , −^1_2 , +^1_2 ) and (+^1_2 , +^1_2 , −^1_2 , +^1_2 , +^1_2 ). In both cases, we should add (only) one of the spinors (3.14). This means that for definite chirality, we have four complex spinors satisfying equations (5.5), or, in other words, 1/4 of the supersymmetries are preserved.

D5: as stated before, for a D5 brane, we could only find constant solutions of (5.5).

If we choose negative world volume chirality, they are (+^1_2 , −^1_2 , −^1_2 , −^1_2 , +^1_2 ), (+^1_2 , −^1_2 , −^1_2 , +^1_2 , −^1_2 ), (+^1_2 , +^1_2 , +^1_2 , +^1_2 , −^1_2 ) and (+^1_2 , +^1_2 , +^1_2 , −^1_2 , +^1_2 ) meaning that only 1/4 supersymmetries are preserved. Apparently for positive chirality the D5 brane breaks all the supersymmetries.

D1: here, one can check that no u-independent Killing spinors are allowed, independently of the world volume chirality (unless some W_i is set equal to zero). The D1 brane seems not supersymmetric in our background.

In order to study the equations of motion we remark that S appears only in the uu direction, so that for our ansatz the other equations are automatically satisfied, therefore we will focus only on the equation of motion for the uu direction.

In order to analyse the equations of motion we found more convenient to work in the Einstein frame, where the metric is:

ds^2 = H (⃗y)^{p−78} ( 2du (dv + S (⃗y) du) − d⃗x^2 ) − H (⃗y)^{p+18} d⃗y^2 (5.6)

and the rest of the fields are identical to (5.4). In this frame the equations of motion are [22]: R_{μν} = 1 2 ∂_μϕ∂_ν ϕ + S_{μν} (5.7)

with S_{μν} = ∑ p 1 2 (p + 1)! e^{(3−p)ϕ2} ( F_{[p+2]μα1 ...αp+1} F^{α1...αp+1} [p+2]ν − p + 1 8 (p + 2) g_{μν} F^2_{[p+2]} ) (5.8)

with F^2_{[p+2]} = F_{[p+2]α1...αp+2} F^{α1...αp+2}_{[p+2]} . (5.9)

– 9 –

The uu component of the Ricci tensor for p generic is: R_{uu} = ∂_a∂_aS H − p − 7 8 S ∂_aH ∂_aH H^3 + p − 7 8 S ∂_a∂_aH H^2

. (5.10)

From this we obtain the conditions:

∂_a∂_aH = 0 (5.11a) ∂_a∂_aS = 1 2 ( |W_1|^2 + |W_2|^2 + |W_3|^2 + |W_4|^2 ) (5.11b)

As before, the first condition says that H is harmonic (in the transverse (9 − p)– dimensional space) while the second simply states a differential relation between S and the W^′s. Taking into account the correct asymptotic behavior for H, one must have:

H = 1 + Q_p r^{(7−p)} (5.12)

for p different from 7, and:

H = 1 + Q_7 ln r (5.13)

for p = 7, r being the radius of the transverse space.

For the case of the D5-brane and for constant W^′s (hence S has to be quadratic) our background is similar to those studied in [23] in the context of AdS_3 × S^3 × R^4 and its Penrose limits. Note, however, that we are considering more general backgrounds.

We stress the fact that S doesn’t have to be function of all the transverse coordinates, that is, we don’t have to give mass to all the transverse scalars. So for a Dp-brane solution with a given S, there will be also a Dp^′-brane solution with p^′ < p.

6. The D1/D5 system

In this section we extend the previous analisys to the D1/D5 system. This system plays an important role in the AdS/CFT duality since its near horizon limit is of the form AdS_3 × S^3 × M (see, for instance [4, 24]); its Penrose limit was considered for instance in [25, 26]. See also [27, 28] .First we solve the equations of motion (in the Einstein frame) and after we briefly discuss the issue of supersymmetry.

We propose the following ansatz:

ds^2 = H^{− 34}_1 H^{− 14}_5 (2du(dv + S(⃗y)du)) − H^{14}_1 H^{− 14}_5 d⃗x^2 − H^{14}_1 H^{34}_5 d⃗y^2 (6.1a) F_{[3]D} = du ∧ dv ∧ dH^{−1}_1 (6.1b) F_{[7]D} = du ∧ dv ∧ dx^1 · · · ∧ dx^4 ∧ dH^{−1}_5 (6.1c)

F_{[5]B} = 1 √ 2 (φ_{[4]}) ∧ du + c.c. (6.1d)

φ_{[4]} = W_1dz̄^1 ∧ dz^2 ∧ dz^3 ∧ dz^4 + W_2dz^1 ∧ dz̄^2 ∧ dz^3 ∧ dz^4 (6.1e) e^{2ϕ} = H_1H^{−1}_5 . (6.1f)

Here ⃗x and ⃗y denote points of R^4. H_1 and H_5 are only function of the coordinates ⃗y transverse to the D5-brane. As can be seen from the metric, we place the D1-brane on

– 10 – the u, v coordinates and the D5-brane on u, v and ⃗x so that the D1-brane lies inside the D5-brane.

As before, the only non trivial equation of motion is the one in the uu direction. From the metric (6.1a) we have the following Ricci tensor: R_{uu} = 3 4 S∂_aH_1∂_aH_1 H_5H^3_1 − 3 4 S∂_a∂_aH_1 H_5H^2_1 + 1 4 S∂_aH_5∂_aH_5 H_1H^3_5 − 1 4 S∂_a∂_aH_5 H^2_5 H_1 + ∂_a∂_aS H_1H_5

. (6.2)

From the equations of motion (5.7) we obtain the following conditions:

∂_a∂_aH_1 = 0 (6.3a) ∂_a∂_aH_5 = 0 (6.3b) ∂_a∂_aS = 1 2 ( |W_1|^2 + |W_2|^2 ) . (6.3c)

So, H_1 and H_5 must be harmonic in the transverse directions and the usual relation between S and W_i must be fulfilled.

One can check that the supersymmetry conditions reduce to (3.8) provided H is replaced by the product H_1H_5, except in the i direction (i.e. belonging to the D5-brane but not to the D1-brane), where the condition reads:

∂_iϵ + H^{−1/2}_5 W_5(iσ_2)γ_iϵ = 0 . (6.4)

We stress that such equations were obtained supposing the spinor has definite chirality with respect to the worldvolume of both D-branes. As in the case of the D1-brane, apparently such conditions are too restrictive to allow any supersymmetry.

7. Conclusions

We have found a solution describing a fully localized D3-brane on a pp-wave background. Such solution turns out to be supersymmetric, and it preserves, apparently 1/8 supersymmetries. We also show how to generalize our results to the case of other Dp-branes. Our conclusions are summarized in the table 1. Finally we have studied the D1/D5-brane system, which turns out to be not supersymmetric.

As a possible further development, it could be interesting to study the gauge theories living on the worldvolume of such D-branes, or to study the backgrounds obtained from ours after some dualities. In this way other Dp and Dp/Dp^′ solutions are expected.

Acknowledgments

We thank Edi Gava and Kumar Narain for having guided us through this work. We also thank Carlo Maccaferri, Davide Mamone and especially Patrick Meessen for enjoyable discussions.

D1 D3 D5 D7 Γ_{wv}ϵ = ϵ 0 susy 1/8 susy 0 susy 1/4 susy Γ_{wv}ϵ = −ϵ 0 susy 1/8 susy 1/4 susy 1/4 susy

Table 1: Summary of the results for Dp-branes.

– 11 –

References

[1] J.M. Maldacena, The large-N limit of superconformal field theories and supergravity, Adv.

Theor. Math. Phys. 2 (1998) 231 [hep-th/9711200].

[2] E. Witten, Anti-de Sitter space and holography, Adv. Theor. Math. Phys. 2 (1998) 253 [hep-th/9802150].

[3] S.S. Gubser, I.R. Klebanov and A.M. Polyakov, Gauge theory correlators from non-critical string theory, Phys. Lett. B 428 (1998) 105 [hep-th/9802109].

[4] O. Aharony, S.S. Gubser, J.M. Maldacena, H. Ooguri and Y. Oz, Large-N field theories, string theory and gravity, Phys. Rept. 323 (2000) 183 [hep-th/9905111].

[5] R. Penrose, Any spacetime has a plane wave as a limit, in Differential geometry and relativity, Reidel, Dordrecht, 1976, pp. 271–75.

[6] D. Berenstein, J.M. Maldacena and H. Nastase, Strings in flat space and PP waves from N = 4 super Yang-Mills, J. High Energy Phys. 04 (2002) 013 [hep-th/0202021].

[7] M. Blau, J. Figueroa-O’Farrill, C. Hull and G. Papadopoulos, A new maximally supersymmetric background of IIB superstring theory, J. High Energy Phys. 01 (2002) 047 [hep-th/0110242].

[8] R.R. Metsaev, Type IIB Green-Schwarz superstring in plane wave Ramond-Ramond background, Nucl. Phys. B 625 (2002) 70 [hep-th/0112044];

R.R. Metsaev and A.A. Tseytlin, Exactly solvable model of superstring in plane wave Ramond–Ramond background, hep-th/0202109.

[9] P. Bain, P. Meessen and M. Zamaklar, Supergravity solutions for D-branes in Hpp-wave backgrounds, Class. and Quant. Grav. 20 (2003) 913 [hep-th/0205106].

[10] A. Dabholkar and S. Parvizi, Dp-branes in PP-wave background, Nucl. Phys. B 641 (2002) 223 [hep-th/0203231].

[11] K. Skenderis and M. Taylor, Branes in AdS and PP-wave spacetimes, J. High Energy Phys.

06 (2002) 025 [hep-th/0204054].

[12] J.F. Morales, String theory on Dp-plane waves, J. High Energy Phys. 01 (2003) 008 [hep-th/0210229].

[13] J.T. Liu, L.A. Pando Zayas and D. Vaman, On horizons and plane waves, hep-th/0301187.

[14] D. Berenstein, E. Gava, J.M. Maldacena, K.S. Narain and H. Nastase, Open strings on plane waves and their Yang-Mills duals, hep-th/0203249.

[15] C.-S. Chu and P.-M. Ho, Noncommutative D-brane and open string in PP-wave background with b-field, Nucl. Phys. B 636 (2002) 141 [hep-th/0203186].

[16] V. Balasubramanian, M.-x. Huang, T.S. Levi and A. Naqvi, Open strings from N = 4 super Yang-Mills, J. High Energy Phys. 08 (2002) 037 [hep-th/0204196].

[17] J. Maldacena and L. Maoz, Strings on PP-waves and massive two dimensional field theories, J. High Energy Phys. 12 (2002) 046 [hep-th/0207284].

[18] M. Cvetič, H. Lu, C.N. Pope and K.S. Stelle, Linearly-realised worldsheet supersymmetry in PP-wave background, hep-th/0209193.

– 12 –

[19] G. Bonelli, On type-II strings in exact superconformal non-constant RR backgrounds, J. High Energy Phys. 01 (2003) 065 [hep-th/0301089].

[20] O. Bergman, M.R. Gaberdiel and M.B. Green, D-brane interactions in type-IIB plane-wave background, J. High Energy Phys. 03 (2003) 002 [hep-th/0205183].

[21] I. Bakas and J. Sonnenschein, On integrable models from PP-wave string backgrounds, J.

High Energy Phys. 12 (2002) 049 [hep-th/0211257].

[22] K.S. Stelle, Lectures on supergravity p-branes, hep-th/9701088.

[23] A. Biswas, A. Kumar and K.L. Panigrahi, p-p^′ branes in PP-wave background, Phys. Rev. D 66 (2002) 126002 [hep-th/0208042].

[24] E. Gava, A.B. Hammou, J.F. Morales and K.S. Narain, AdS/CFT correspondence and d1/d5 systems in theories with 16 supercharges, J. High Energy Phys. 03 (2001) 035 [hep-th/0102043]; The D1/D5 System in N = 4 String Theories, hep-th/0012118.

[25] J.G. Russo and A.A. Tseytlin, On solvable models of type-IIB superstring in NS-NS and RR plane wave backgrounds, J. High Energy Phys. 04 (2002) 021 [hep-th/0202179].

[26] A. Kumar, R.R. Nayak and Sanjay, D-brane solutions in PP-wave background, Phys. Lett. B 541 (2002) 183 [hep-th/0204025].

[27] E.K. Boyda, S. Ganguli, P. Hořava and U. Varadarajan, Holographic protection of chronology in universes of the goedel type, hep-th/0212087.

[28] C.A.R. Herdeiro, Spinning deformations of the D1-D5 system and a geometric resolution of closed timelike curves, hep-th/0212002.

– 13 –